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ARISE and

approach to
safeguarding

» ARISE safeguarding
processes started last year:

* Fed into UKCDR guidance

* Practical case study of
addressing some of the
questions in the guidance in
line with values in the
guidance
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How to prevent and address
safeguarding concerns in global health
research programmes: practice, process
and positionality in marginalised spaces
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What’s in the paper

« Safeguarding in global health and vulnerability as a
relational concept

* The different steps undertaken in ARISE to develop a shared
approach to safeguarding

« Sharing institutional guidelines and practice;

 Facilitating a participatory process to agree definitions, joint
understandings of vulnerabilities, risks and mitigation
strategies and share experiences;

« Developing action plans for safeguarding.

* Key learnings
* How safeguarding, ethics and health and safety concerns
overlap;

* The challenges of referral and support for safeguarding
concerns within frequently underserved informal urban spaces;

 Importance of reflective practice and critical thinking about
power, judgement and positionality and decolonisation



Bangladesh India Kenya Sierra Leone UK

UNICEF (1989) The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (ratified by the General Assembly Resolution on 20 November 1989)

United Nations (1993) The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. United Nations (ratified by the General Assembly Resolution on 19 December 1993)

Keeping Children Safe (2014). Child safeguarding standards and how to implement them

CHS Alliance (2017) PSEA implementation quick reference handbook
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The African Charter on the Welfare and Rights
of the Child (ACWRC) of 2002

Children National Children Policy Protection of Children from Sexual The Constitution of The Constitution of House of Commons International
(2011) Offences (POSCO) Act (2012, Kenya (2010) Sierra Leone (1991) Development Committee (2018) Sexual
amended 2019) (Currently under exploitation and abuse in the aid sector. 8th
review) report of the session 2017 to 19. HC 840.

23 July 2018. Published 31 July 2018
Early Marriage Protection UN Convention on the Rights of  The Children Act Kenya The Child Rights Act  Charity Commission (2014). Policy paper.

Act (2017) MoWCA the Child (1990) (2010) Sierra Leone (2007) Safeguarding Children and Young People.
14 July 2014

Child Protection Policy Revised Integrated Child Framework for National Child Welfare Children’s Act (1989)
(Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Protection Scheme India (2014).  the National Child Policy (2013) (legislation.gov.uk)
Forum) Ministry of Women & Child Protection System

Development Kenya (2011) National

Government of India Council for Children’s

Services
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Bangladesh India Kenya Sierra Leone UK
Gender-based National Action Plan to The Protection of Women from Protection against Domestic Violence Act The Domestic Viclence, Crime and Victims
violence (GBV) Prevent Viclence Against Domestic Violence Act (2005) Domestic Violence Act (2007) Act (2004)

Women and Children (2013 (2015) (legislation.gov.uk)

to 2015)

Domestic Violence
(Protection and Prevention)
Rule (2013) MoWCA

(International) National Research Ethics Research Ethics The Ethics Review AREC (2013) A Framework of Policies and
Research ethics Committee Bangladesh. guidelines Board Guidelines on Procedures for University Research Ethics
Directorate General Conducting Research Committees

of Health Services.
Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

https://dghs.gov.bd/

Bangladesh Medical UUK (2019) The Concordat to Support
Research Council. https:// Research Integrity

bmrcbd.org/

David Orr et al (2019) Safeguarding in
international development research:
evidence review. A report commissioned by
UKCDR

https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002253~-



https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002253

Bangladesh

India

Kenya

Sierra Leone UK

Children and
vulnerable adults

BRAC Child Protection
Policy

Child and Adult
Safeguarding Policy (World
Vision, 2018)

Child Safeguarding in
Project Based Practice
Guidance (2016)

Child Safeguarding Policy
(Save the Children) (2019)

Organizational Child
Protection Policy and
Code of Conduct (2017,

GRAMBANGLA UNNOYON)

BRAC University Code of
Conduct

SPARC follows a strict anti-child
labour policy and therefore does
not employ underage children for
any work, and this is legislated
by law

Guidelines for
Conducting Research
on Adolescents

Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine
(LSTM) Safeguarding Policy

LSTM Protecting Children and Vulnerable
Adults Policy

LSTM Code of Conduct

LSTM Safeguarding Policy (for External
Collaborating Partners)

LSTM Safeguarding Students Policy

Entries are intended to be illustrative rather than representative of all possible legislation, guidelines and policy.

https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002253
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LSTM safeguarding risk mapping tool

Summary: An international research consortium aiming to enhance accountability and improve the health and well-being of
marginalised people living and working in informal urban spaces

Principal Professor Sally Theobald (LSTM) Programme Beth Hollihead Donor: GCRF
investigator: manager: (LSTM)

List all collaborating partners Bangladesh: James P Grant School of Public Health/BRAC India: George Institute, Slum Dwellers
organisations working on this International (SDI) Kenya: APHRC, LVCT
programme Sierra Leone: COMAHS, SLURC

UK: LSTM, Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Glasgow University, York University
(SDI also work in Kenya and Sierra Leone)

1. Potential safeguarding/ Potential risk of SEAH to participants from people of Staff training
protection risks for beneficiaries trust such as researchers, co-researchers, security staff Encouragement of reporting incidents/
that may occur within/as a result of etc concerns ldentification of appropriate
undertaking the research? Potential risk of financial exploitation of participants from organisations to refer to and appropriate
people of trust such as researchers, volunteers, partners, referral pathways
consultants, security staff etc Strong institutional policies for child protection
Demands for accountability may make people vulnerable and anti-sexual harassment
if powerholders interests are compromised Sensitise staff on policies and signpost to them
Renewed trauma to participants by them reliving their Sensitise communities and staff (on what to do
experience by talking to you and what not to do)
Lack of referral pathways leading to protection needs Male/female pairs
being unmet

https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002253
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3. Safeguarding issues that could
arise unrelated to the research
activity?

Child abuse (eg, physical abuse, neglect etc)

Sexual exploitation abuse or harassment (SEAH)
unrelated to research

Child, early or forced marriage (CEFM), gender-based
violence (GBV) or intimate partner violence (IPV)
Female genital mutilation (FGM)
Eviction/homelessness

Drug/alcohol/substance abuse/crime

Violent crime

Community tensions cultural norms, stigma against
certain groups

Religious or cultural practices

Natural/sudden-onset disasters leading to safeguarding
issues (homelessness, unaccompanied children etc)

Establish report and referral mechanism/
procedure

Orientate researchers on relevant national laws
and policies in relation to protection of children
and vulnerable adults

https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002253
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A reflexive journey not a tick box exercise
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