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UK Collaborative on Development Sciences
c/o 215 Euston Road
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NW1 2BE
12 September 2014
Dear         ,

Data Protection Regulation: impact on scientific research and international development
We write as the UK Collaborative on Development Sciences (UKCDS), a group of research funders who aim to maximise the impact of research investments on international development outcomes.  We wish to raise our concerns about the amendments on health and scientific research adopted by the European Parliament on 12 March. If implemented, these amendments would have a devastating impact on research targeted at poverty alleviation and the wellbeing of populations in developing countries – including collaborative health and social sciences research – that relies on personal data. 

We welcomed the Commission’s proposal for a Regulation, which included a proportionate mechanism for protecting privacy, while enabling health and scientific research to continue. However, the European Parliament’s amendments to Articles 81 and 83 very significantly reduce the scope of the research exemption. We also support the concerns articulated in the attached joint statement, signed by over 90 non-commercial organisations from across the EU. 
The Parliament’s amendments to Articles 81 and 83 will disproportionately restrict the way personal data, particularly data concerning health, can be used in research. This would put at risk significant investments by international aid charities (many of whom have headquarters in the EU), national governments and the EU across medical and social sciences. Whilst these regulations would not apply in developing countries, much of the data obtained from collaborative projects is stored and analysed in the EU.  These would also frustrate the altruistic intentions of millions of volunteers who have given broad consent to allow researchers to access relevant data through rigorous governance arrangements. Examples of studies that would be affected include: 
· the European and Developing Countries Trials partnership (EDCTP), which aims to accelerate the development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbiocides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, with focus on phase II and III clinical trials in sub-Saharan Africa
· private sector projects such as those by Gallup carried out in many developing countries on topics including food and water security, gender and equality providing data to research and policy institutions including the European Commission and UN agencies. 
We were very encouraged that Mrs Reding, the former Commissioner for Justice spoke in support of research in the plenary debate, calling for the Commission’s text on research to be maintained and for this issue to be resolved in the trialogue negotiations. We urge the Commission to continue to take a strong position on research to ensure that the Parliament’s amendments are rejected in trialogue so that important collaborative research in health and the social sciences with developing countries can continue.
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